AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 17, 2002

SENATE BILL No. 1790

Introduced by Senator Bowen

February 22, 2002

An act to add Section 2774.6 to the Public Utilities Code, relating to
public utilities.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST
SB 1790, as amended, Bowen. Electrical corporations:
air-conditioning: load control.
(1) Existinglaw provides for regulation of electrical corporations by

m.
This bill would require the Public Utilities Commission, in
consultation with the State Energy Resources Conservation and
Development Commission, to develop a program for residential and
commercial customer air-conditioning load control. The bill would
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provide that the goal dhe program is to contribute to the adequacy of
electricity supply and to help customers reduce their electric bills in a
cost-effective manner.

Because a violation of a rule or order of the commission is a crime
under existing provisions of law, the bill would impose a
state-mandated local program by creating a new crime.

(2) Fhebilwould-makelegistativefindingsand-decelarations.

3)>-The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that neeimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(a) Air-conditioning load-eentributaonstitute8 percent of
California’speak electricity demandhe lagest single component
of electricity demand

brTFheair-conditioning—eyelingprograms—+un-by-the-state’s

(b) Implementing load control for residential and commercial
air-conditioning systems by the state’s electrical corporations can
achieve a significant reduction of California’s peak electricity

(c) It is the intent of the Legislature that the state establish
cost-effective load control programs for residential and
commercial air-conditioning systems.

SEC. 2. Section 2774.6 is added to the Public Utilities Code,
to read:

2 6—(ar-Asusedrthisseetionthefellowingterms shall
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—3— SB 1790

2774.6. The commission, in consultation with the State
Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission,
shall develop a program for residential and commercial customer
air-conditioning load control. The goal of the program shall be to
contribute to the adequacy of electricity supply and to help
customers reduce their electric bills in a cost-effective manner.
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SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution.

98



